Confronting the Wisdom of This Age
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(Colossians 2:810)
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begin our study with#three observations:

. There are people who are
knowledgeable in certain areas

but not when it comes to God or
the Bible.

-
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INTRODUCTION
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ynberg and Christine Jardine in their book
Biotechnology and Biodiversity

M @ phsdible £ be educated ¢ even

highly intelligent ¢ and yet not very
wise.
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Gallup found that . . .

A Fewer than half of adult Americans
can hame Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John as authogs'of the Gospels

now that Jesus -
MUM
ot know why
Easter is celebrated
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3. In nearly every case where the NT
0P {20A2f23Aal0 aAhk addresses wisdom, the goal is to
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in America today with a Ph.D. in wisdom about God and to help us

aerodynamics, butonly a third think wisely about,Christ.
INI RS Hy26t SR3S

! ‘-—',r/ ! “-",/”

[. ACONTRAST OF EXPECTATIONS
(Col. 2:8a)
A. Christian wisdom concludes . . .
Paul has said some remarkable things AThat we need prayaliios)
about Christians in Colossians 1 A That we need multifaceted growth
(1:9b-12)
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QUESTION: If Christianity is true, why
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than other people?

- ; : A Christ told us that a tree is known by its fruit.
When Chrlvstlan_s SAayAthe k'nfjs of“thmgs When Christians behave badly, we are making
PaulKl a 0SSy aleAy3 Christianity unbelievablg'to the world.

Ot I AYAY Uz 0SS aKat A Any Christian will beafficer than that same.,

o SO dzg : UKS& JWNBy Qi person would besifhey were not aGhfistian
eithe tical r both. should be
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numbers because they most feel their need
for him

B. Worldly wisdom concludes . . .
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[I. ACONTRAST OF OUTCOMES

In contrast to worldly wisdom, (Col. 2:8)
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that we will always have our act

together. It reaches,out instead to a AThere are hollow eielEsptive
broken and hurtipd’world with good, GLIKA [ 2l s d e Ll
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be orbesBMe a Christier™ou only teg thy

need 1o be forgiven.

Paul says
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Worldly wisdom says . .
dangerous. Religion has led to untold strife,

AdL G Qa + NNBII yu iz atl division and conflict. Itgmay be the greatest

and try to convert geryone to it. Surely all enemy of peace in world. If Christians

religiorcs are y good and validifor 6 i T2 Aya WAt G Kl
i € j cular if of i T the world
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A COEXIST

A. What Paul Is NotClaiming

Paul is not claiming that Christianity has a
monopoly on truth and that all other
religions are totally false.
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believe that all the other religions are B. What Paul Is Claiming

simply wrong all through. If you are a | = Ny 3 " ]

Christian, you are free to think that all i _f L0 St _}‘ S T.a' . R2Y Q u I

these religions, evefl the queerest ones, Wisdom that omits,or diminishes Christ is
hollow and empfiffand leads to bondage,

a0 Bes slave\ry, and pair (Col. 2:8) .
Christianity statement based

i rom other religions, Christianity is reality of life in his day.
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(Mere Christianityp. 29).

ILLUS.: Rodney Stark, University Professor
of Social Studies at Baylor University, has
GNAGGSY (62 o02214a

/| KNAaGALFyAGe O2yldzS 1. Greco-Romans citieswere filthy, crowed,

In the Cities of Godstark highlights
two things:

-

Sample Christian response . ..
Most of our brother Christians showed
In The Rise of Christianijt§tark unbounded love . . . never sparing themselves
contrasts the Christian and pagan and thinking only of one another. Heedless of
responses two major epidemics that dangeggthey, took chargoliERIE

- h th Embire.in AR attending to their everyfneed and ministering
SYep L , SRl Empire m_, to them in Christ . any, in nursing and

165 and\ agai 51. curing others erred their death'to
ied M. ..The

rothers lost their lives in this
manner, a number of presbyters, deacons,
and laymen . ..
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Sample pagan response . . . What accounts for these contrasting
The famous physician Galen fled for his life responses?

1. The Christian belief that God loves
humanity, has compassion toward us, and
wants us to be like him was an alien
concept to Galen apd other Romans.

SUMMARY: What people believe is a big
deal. It makes a difference in how people
behave.

-

nother would have been
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pagans.

[1l. A CONTRAST IN ALTERNATIVES . A CONTRAST IN ALTERNATIVES
(Col. 2:9-10) (Col. 2:9-10)

Nearly every phrase in these next two Nearly every phrase in these next two
verses is sure to offend.somebody. verses is sure to offend.somebody.
A Jesus is Messiah A Jesus is Messiah

An him ¢ and ogifin him ¢ has all thes i in him ¢ has all thes
in bodily fo er been in bodily fo er been

A He is the head over every power and A He is the head over every power and
authority authority
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please, just be a prophet. A prophet we can
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the Baptist eating Iocusts and wild honey, we
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crucify yoé\. us says, bu ly I am

the is point; yone starts
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just gonna keep saying this.

IV. A CONTRAST OF PROMISES

When you choose Christ, you discover
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need.
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OThe secular response to the Christ story
always goes like this: He was a great
prophet, obviously a very.interesting guy,
had a lot to say along the lines of other
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who he said he wasT the MessiahT or a
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here.
The idea that the e course of civilization
its face
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CONCLUSION
L (né &asy to believe in the exclusive
wisdom2 ¥ [/ KNA AU Ag/A A
g2NI RO . dzi KSNBQa
AA humble wisdom ¢ that reminds us we are
vulnerable and need to be forgiven
AA satisfying wisdogfC that actually delivers

people from iness, deceit, a espair
our head and

AA sufficient wisdom ¢ that we will never be
able to exhaust in this life or in the life to
come



