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Confronting the Wisdom of This Age

(Colossians 2:8-10)

INTRODUCTION

In bƻǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅ LǘΩǎ {ǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ .Ŝ, Cornelius 
Plantinga ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƴŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ 
ƻƴŜǎŜƭŦ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘΦέ  Cƻƭƭȅ ƛǎ άŀ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǿƛǘƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ

ÅAn example of folly is the opening video clip. 

ÅA second is the one reported by Rachel 
Wynberg and Christine Jardine in their book 
Biotechnology and Biodiversity.  

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ 
begin our study with three observations:

мΦ LǘΩǎ possible to be educated ςeven 
highly intelligent ςand yet not very 
wise.  

{ƳŀǊǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛǎŜΤ ǿƛǎŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǎƳŀǊǘΦ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ LvΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
living wisely in the world that God has 
made.

2. There are people who are 
knowledgeable in certain areas 
but not when it comes to God or  
the Bible.

a. In ¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴGeorge 
Gallup found that . . .

ÅFewer than half of adult Americans 
can name Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John as authors of the Gospels

ÅOnly 4 in 10 know that Jesus 
delivered the Sermon on the Mount

Å3 in 10 teenagers do not know why 
Easter is celebrated

Åaŀƴȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ άDƻŘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 
ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎέ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ
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ōΦ {ƻŎƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ aƛǊƛŀƳ aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ 
ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΥ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
in America today with a Ph.D. in 
aerodynamics, but only a third 
ƎǊŀŘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦέ  

3. In nearly every case where the NT 
addresses wisdom, the goal is to 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ άŦƻƻƭƛǎƘέ 
wisdom about God and to help us 
think wisely about Christ.

I.  A CONTRAST OF EXPECTATIONS 
(Col. 2:8a)

Paul has said some remarkable things 
about Christians in Colossians 1

What should we conclude from this?

A. Christian wisdom concludes . . .

ÅThat we need prayer (1:9a)

ÅThat we need multifaceted growth           
(1:9b-12)

ÅThat we need warnings and instruction 
(2:8)

Å¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ άbƻǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΤ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴέ 

B. Worldly wisdom concludes . . . 

When Christians say the kinds of things 
Paul Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ άƘƻƭƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǳέ ŀƴŘ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
either hypocritical or untrue or both.

QUESTION:  If Christianity is true, why 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƴƛŎŜǊ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƴƛŎŜǊ 
than other people?  
ÅChrist told us that a tree is known by its fruit. 

When Christians behave badly, we are making 
Christianity unbelievable to the world.

ÅAny Christian will be nicer than that same 
person would be if they were not a Christian

ÅAnyone who becomes a Christian should be 
growing in their faith

Åά¦ƴƭƻǾŜƭȅέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
numbers because they most feel their need 
for him
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In contrast to worldly wisdom, 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ςor teach ς
that we will always have our act 
together.  It reaches out instead to a 
broken and hurting world with good 
ƴŜǿǎΥ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ be perfect to 
be or become a Christian; you only 
need to be forgiven.  

II. A CONTRAST OF OUTCOMES 
(Col. 2:8)

Paul says

ÅThere are hollow and deceptive 
άǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŜ 

ÅSuch wisdom is contrary to the 
teachings of Christ 

Worldly wisdom says
ÅάLǘΩǎ ŀǊǊƻƎŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ 

and try to convert everyone to it.  Surely all 
religions are equally good and valid for 
meeting the needs of their particular 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎέ 

ÅάwŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŀǊǊƻǿτƛǘΩǎ 
dangerous.  Religion has led to untold strife, 
division and conflict.  It may be the greatest 
enemy of peace in the world.  If Christians 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ΨǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΩτ
and if other religions do this as wellτthe world 
ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǇŜŀŎŜέ 

ÅCOEXIST

A. What Paul Is Not Claiming

Paul is not claiming that Christianity has a 
monopoly on truth and that all other 
religions are totally false.
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άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
believe that all the other religions are 
simply wrong all through.  If you are a 
Christian, you are free to think that all 
these religions, even the queerest ones, 
contain at least some hint of the truth.  
But, of course, being a Christian does 
mean thinking that where Christianity 
differs from other religions, Christianity is 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎέ                       
(Mere Christianity, p. 29).

B. What Paul IsClaiming

!ƭƭ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΦ  
Wisdom that omits or diminishes Christ is 
hollow and empty and leads to bondage, 
slavery, and despair (Col. 2:8)

Paul is making an empirical statement based 
on the reality of life in his day.

ILLUS.:  Rodney Stark, University Professor 
of Social Studies at Baylor University, has 
ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘǿƻ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ άƘƻǿ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊŜŘ wƻƳŜΦέ 

In the Cities of God, Stark highlights 
two things:

1. Greco-Romans cities were filthy, crowed, 
and dangerous places.  

2. Pagan religion had little to offer their 
inhabitants

In The Rise of Christianity, Stark 
contrasts the Christian and pagan 
responses two major epidemics that 
swept through the Roman Empire in AD 
165 and again in 251.

Sample Christian response  . . .
Most of our brother Christians showed 
unbounded love . . . never sparing themselves 
and thinking only of one another.  Heedless of 
danger, they took charge of the sick, 
attending to their every need and ministering 
to them in Christ . . . Many, in nursing and 
curing others, transferred their death to 
themselves and died in their stead . . . The 
best of our brothers lost their lives in this 
manner, a number of presbyters, deacons, 
and laymen . . .
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Sample pagan response . . .
The famous physician Galen fled for his life

What accounts for these contrasting 
responses?  

1. The Christian belief that God loves 
humanity, has compassion toward us, and 
wants us to be like him was an alien 
concept to Galen and other Romans.  

2. ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ŘƛŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎ ǳǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ǿŀǎ 
ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƛŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ǇŀƎŀƴ ƎƻŘǎ 
ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƴƻ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣέ {ǘŀǊƪ ƴƻǘŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ 
ǘƘŜȅ άŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅΦέ  

2. ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ŘƛŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎ ǳǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴέ 
ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƛŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ǇŀƎŀƴ 
ƎƻŘǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƴƻ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣέ {ǘŀǊƪ ƴƻǘŜǎΦ  
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ άŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅΦέ  

3. ά¢ƘŜ notion that the gods care how we 
treat one another would have been 
ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŀōǎǳǊŘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
pagans.   

SUMMARY:  What people believe is a big 
deal.  It makes a difference in how people 
behave. 

III. A CONTRAST IN ALTERNATIVES 
(Col. 2:9-10)

Nearly every phrase in these next two 
verses is sure to offend somebody.

ÅJesus is Messiah 

ÅIn him ςand only in him ςhas all the 
fullness of deity in bodily form ever been 
found 

ÅHe lives 

ÅHe is the head over every power and 
authority 

III. A CONTRAST IN ALTERNATIVES 
(Col. 2:9-10)

Nearly every phrase in these next two 
verses is sure to offend somebody.

ÅJesus is Messiah 

ÅIn him ςand only in him ςhas all the 
fullness of deity in bodily form ever been 
found 

ÅHe lives 

ÅHe is the head over every power and 
authority 
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L[[¦{ΦΥ  LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ¦нΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ singer Bono
L[[¦{ΦΥ  LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ¦нΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǎƛƴƎŜǊ .ƻƴƻ

άThe secular response to the Christ story 
always goes like this:  He was a great 
prophet, obviously a very interesting guy, 
had a lot to say along the lines of other 
great prophets.  But actually Christ 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘΦ  IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ 
ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƻƪΦ  /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ bƻΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ LΩƳ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ  
LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ LΩƳ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΦ 

LΩƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άLΩƳ aŜǎǎƛŀƘΦέ  LΩƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ  άL ŀƳ 
DƻŘ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘŜΦέ  !ƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅΥ  bƻΣ ƴƻΣ 
please, just be a prophet.  A prophet we can 
ǘŀƪŜΦ  ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ŜŎŎŜƴǘǊƛŎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ WƻƘƴ 
the Baptist eating locusts and wild honey, we 
Ŏŀƴ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ  .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨaΩ 
ǿƻǊŘΗ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
crucify you.  And Jesus says, but actually I am 
the Messiah.  At this point, everyone starts 
ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άhƘΣ ƴƻΦ  IŜΩǎ 
just gonna keep saying this.  

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ 
who he said he wasτthe Messiahτor a 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƴǳǘŎŀǎŜΦ  L ƳŜŀƴΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ aŀƴǎƻƴΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƧƻƪƛƴƎ 
here.  

The idea that the entire course of civilization 
for over half of the globe could have its face 
changed and turned upside-down by a 
ƴǳǘŎŀǎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦŀǊ-fetched.

IV.  A CONTRAST OF PROMISES 

When you choose Christ, you discover 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ 
need. 

CONCLUSION
LǘΩǎ not easy to believe in the exclusive 
wisdom ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ άƳǳƭǘƛ-ǿƛǎŘƻƳέ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  .ǳǘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊΥ
ÅA humble wisdom ςthat reminds us we are 

vulnerable and need to be forgiven

ÅA satisfying wisdom ςthat actually delivers 
people from emptiness, deceit, and despair

ÅA defined wisdom ςthat clears our head and 
frees our mind

ÅA sufficient wisdom ςthat we will never be 
able to exhaust in this life or in the life to 
come 


