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Introduction

Unless our life is built on a 
solid foundation, all the 
awards in this world will not 
satisfy us.

What is your goal in life?  
What are you seeking?  Will it 
satisfy when you achieve it?

I.  We are to set our heart on things 
above.  Colossians 3:1

We place Christ first in our heart.

“Seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness and all these things 
(our daily needs) will be given to you 
as well.”  Matthew 6:33

We value what God values and love 

what God loves.

“For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.”  Matthew 6:21

We long for our heavenly home.

“I press on toward the goal to win         
the prize for which God has called          
me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 3:14

Why do we live this way?

ÅWe have been raised with Christ 
and we are already seated with 
him in the heavenly places.  
Ephesians 2:6

ÅWe know who we belong to.  
We belong to Christ and Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God.
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II.  We are to think about the things 
above.  Colossians 3:2-3

We must not only seek heaven.  We 
must think about what that means.

What things will last for eternity?

What will happen to all the rest of it?

“But the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief. The heavens will disappear with a 
roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, 
and the earth and everything in it will be 
laid bare.

Since everything will be destroyed in this 
way, what kind of people ought you to be? 
You ought to live holy and godly lives as you 
look forward to the day of God and speed 
its coming.  That day will bring about the 
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 
elements will melt in the heat. But in 
keeping with his promise we are looking 
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 
the home of righteousness. 

So then, dear friends, since you are looking 
forward to this, make every effort to be 
found spotless, blameless and at peace with 
him.”  II Peter 3:10-14

What is going to happen to us?

We will all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ.

“For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 
receive what is due him for the things done 
while in the body, whether good or bad.”      
II Corinthians 5:10

Christ will test the quality of our works.

“By the grace God has given me, I laid a 
foundation as an expert builder, and someone 
else is building on it. But each one should be 
careful how he builds. For no one can lay any 
foundation other than the one already laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. 
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If any man builds on this foundation using 
gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 
straw, his work will be shown for what it is, 
because the Day will bring it to light. It will 
be revealed with fire, and the fire will test 
the quality of each man's work. If what he 
has built survives, he will receive his reward. 
If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he 
himself will be saved, but only as one 
escaping through the flames.”  
I Corinthians 3:10-15

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
unbeliever, it will be the loss of 
everything and eternal separation 
from God in hell.

“What good is it for a man to gain the whole 
world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?”  
Luke 9:25

άIŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŦƻƻƭΣ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
cannot keep, to gain what he 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƭƻǎŜΦέ  WƛƳ 9ƭƭƛƻǘ

What does this mean?

ÅChrist comes first in my life.

ÅMy work is a part of my ministry.

ÅMy time, talents and treasure all 
belong to God and are to be 
used as he directs.

Why do we live this way?

ÅWe died to our old way of life.

ÅWe are united with Christ.

ÅThe new life we have is nothing 
less than the life of Christ in us.  
Galatians 2:20

III.  We ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
return.  Colossians 3:4

One day the secret will be revealed.

When he appears, then we will 
appear with him in glory.

The curtain will be pulled back and 
everyone will see what we have been 
waiting and longing for all along.
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ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
AslanǎƻŦǘƭȅΦ  ά¸ƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
all of you are ςas you used to call it in the 
Shadow-Lands ςdead.  The term is over: 
the holidays have begun.  The dream has 
ŜƴŘŜŘΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦέ

ά!ƴŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƘŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǘƻ 
them like a lion; but the things that began to 
happen after that were so great and 
beautiful that I cannot write them.

And for us this is the end of all the stories, 
and we can most truly say that they all lived 
happily ever after.  But for them it was only 
the beginning of the real story.  All their life 
in this world and all their adventures in 
Narnia had only been the cover and the title 
page: now at last they were beginning 
Chapter One of the Great Story, which no 
one on earth has read: which goes on 
forever: in which every chapter is better than 
ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ  C. S. Lewis in The Last Battle
in the Chronicles of Narnia.

Conclusion:

So we set our heart on things 
above.

We think about what that 
means and we live differently 
in this world.

We long for the day when 
Christ returns and he makes 
all things new.


